On September 8, 1926, Germany was admitted to the League of Nations with a permanent seat on the 
Council. A discussion between Briand and Stresemann at a joint breakfast in Thoiry (September 17, 
1926) is significant. Germany was to mobilize railroad bonds to stabilize the faltering French franc, but 
France was to vacate the Rhineland immediately. These agreements never came to fruition, as France 
was able to stabilize its currency on its own. On January 31, 1927, the Inter-Allied Military Control 
Commission, which had existed since Versailles, finally withdrew. The disarmament of the Reich was 
declared complete. 


The solution of the reparations problem by the Dawes Agreement proved to be impracticable. A new 
committee of experts is formed under the chairmanship of the American Owen Young. The 
Voungplan, the new instrument of German enslavement, is signed by the Reich on January 20, 1930. It 
establishes annual payments of unequal amounts for a period of 59 years, eliminating all controls and 
industrial and railroad burdens. In the summer of the same year, the evacuation of the Rhineland finally 
takes place, somewhat ahead of time for the third zone. 


Just under a year before, Gustav stresemann died. Undoubtedly skilful in diplomatic negotiations, he 
was denied greater success, first of all because he believed too long in the sincerity of the "European" 
Briand's speeches of friendship, but above all because his policy was not backed by the irrepressible will 
to make the German people capable of defense again and thus capable of action and alliance in the first 
place. 

It was also based only on a mixture of parties that had coincidentally come together to form a fragile 
parliamentary majority. 


Soon, even the Voung Agreement proved unworkable, and Germany had to ask for a new moratorium 
on payments through the mediation of U.S. President Hoover (July 1931). Its economy was shaken by 
the perpetual payments and interest obligations of an enormous private debt, and its financial institutions 
began to collapse. 

Shortly before, German foreign policy had failed to achieve the customs union concluded with the 
Austrian chancellor, Dr. Schober, due to inadequate preparation and insufficient assessment of the 
impending resistance. 

In the fall, the two states had to submit to a League of Nations ruling declaring the customs union to be 
contrary to the existing treaties; a momentous defeat for German policy! At a conference in Lausanne in 
the early summer of 1932, Germany's reparations burden was reduced to the figure of only 31 billion, 
which, however, could no longer be paid. 


The internal politics of the Reich since the overthrow have nothing praiseworthy to say about the men 
who have guided Germany's fortunes since the overthrow. An astonishing lack of personalities is 
revealed. After the Weimar Constitution, which makes Germany a democratic republic, is executed on 
August 11, 1919, the Reich is governed, with few interruptions, by a parliamentary majority consisting 
of Social Democrats and the Center, around which are grouped the Democrats and the German People's 
Party and, on the right, the German National Party, which has long been very strong. An attempt by 
General Director Kapp to overthrow the government by a coup on March 13, 1920, fails completely. its 
consequence is a new flare-up of Bolshevik uprisings. There are hot battles, especially in the Ruhr 
region, but also in saxony and central Germany. Some of the statesmen of November Germany fell 
victim to popular bitterness, such as Erzberger in early fall 1921 and Rathenau in June 1922. A 
suppression law against the right-wing circles soon followed in the form of the so-called Republic 


Protection Act. When the first Reich President Friedrich Ebert died at the beginning of 1925, the 
national idea won its first victory when the aged Field Marshal von Hindenburg (see Chart 34) was 
elected Reich President on April 26, 1925. From then on, he embodied the upholding of the 
constitution against all further-reaching desires of the Marxists. 

Asa faithful Eckart of the German people, he made possible the formation of the national government 
on January 30, 1933. 


Since 1923, when the National Socialist German Workers' Party made the audacious attempt to clean 
up the November government in Germany, the internal policies of the parliamentary governments have 
been dominated by concern about the onrushing German freedom movement. In its fight against 
National Socialism, the government of the centrist leader Dr. Heinrich Briining took the path of 
emergency decrees, the banning of uniforms and party insignia, the restriction of freedom of assembly, 
press and speech. The specter of the National Socialist seizure of power is already looming before it as a 
terrifying image. But since the late autumn of 1930, we have already been standing in the history of a 
new Germany, which is determined by the activities of the much-fought NsDAP, which, after 14 years 
of a faithful, devoted and sacrificial struggle, attains power in the empire on January 30, 1933. 


To it, Germany has succumbed to the national disgrace, to the November of 1918, to corruption and to 
Marxist rule. 


At the last moment! Already almost seven million people are unemployed, already the communists, 
against whom the state is powerless, appear more and more murderous. All the many parliamentary 
parties have completely failed, both in domestic and foreign policy. The people are torn between classes 
and parties, denominations and sects, and countless groups of conflicting interests. The central power has 
lost its prestige and is no longer able to intervene even as a guardian of order. 

The empire is merely a fiscal concept with geographical localization. Dissolution threatens, dissolution 
of the last order, of the last morality, but also of the last foundations of biological prosperity! In 1932, 
Germany's birth rate had already fallen below that of France; the "mortgage of death" was weighing 
heavily on the Reich, which seemed doomed to destruction. Ready for the decisive onslaught, 
Bolshevism raises its head threateningly. In this last moment of German history, Adolf Hitler (see plate 
40) intervenes as a savior, and a new epoch of life begins for our people. 


2 Adolf Hitler and the struggle of the NsDAP. 

The unknown soldier - Adolf Hitler's career and personality - The NsDAP. November 9, 1923 - 
Imprisonment in a fortress - Re-establishment of the party - Gradual rise - The september elections of 
1930 - Struggle with the Briining cabinet - The election of the Reich president in 1932 - Two 
tremendous election campaigns - Overcoming a crisis German Reich chancellor - Disintegration of the 
party state 


At the beginning of the World War, an unknown Austrian living in Munich receives permission to 
serve in the Bavarian army as a war volunteer in response to his request to the Bavarian king. He is in 
the field until he is poisoned by yellow cross gas on October 14, 1918, and earns both Iron Crosses as a 
reward for his bravery. No one suspects in this simple soldier, who is sent to the hospital as a private 
where he has to fight for his eyesight, the later Chancellor of Germany, who today calls a fullness of 
power his own, as it has never been in the hands of a man before in German lands. 


Adolf Hitler was born on April 20, 1889, in Braunau, the stately and quiet Upper Austrian border town 
on the Inn River. His parents were simple people who struggled with hard work for a very modest 
prosperity. Retired as a customs official, Hitler's father, who, like his wife, is descended from 
Waldviertel peasant stock, manages a small estate, but dies prematurely. Soon Hitler's mother also 
follows him to her death, and the boy, who was considering studying art, finds himself penniless in life. 
In Vienna he has to go through a hard time, living on the meager earnings of his hands as a construction 
worker, shaken by unemployment, suffering external hunger in order to be able to satisfy the inner 
hunger for knowledge and art. In the ancient imperial city, he becomes acquainted with the disastrous 
consequences of Judaization, sees a core German city threatened by racial decay, but also experiences the 
great national movement that derives from Schénerer. Adolf Hitler moved to Munich already as a 
convinced anti-Semite. In the city on the Isar River he can devote himself to architectural drawing, and 
his life begins to look more favorable. He returned home from the World War with the rock-solid will 
to lead his betrayed and trampled people on the path to freedom. He is already the Adolf Hitler who is 
able to carry away and conquer the people who come under the spell of his speech and his thoughts. 


One of the most peculiar personalities in the history of the world! A man, filled with the demonic faith 
in the success of his work, at a time already, when only in most modest seclusion a handful of people 
gathers around him, but the powers, which he wants to fight and overthrow, stand almost in 
astronomical distance before the attainability of his work. Driven by the holy obsession of his mighty 
cloud, he is able to commit the people who hear him to unconditional loyalty until the goal is reached; a 
Rudolf Hess belongs in such a way to his spell from earliest times. Here stands before us the most 
powerful orator that Germany has ever possessed. His speech compels us to listen, just as we are 
compelled to listen to an elemental event. Each of the words struggles naturally from within him. It is 
not an artist of speech, but a fate that stands before us, which happens to give itself in the form of 
speech. 

After each of Hitler's rallies, the listener has the impression that this last one was the best. In this way, he 
is able to carry a people away again and again, just as he carried away his party comrades in the past, so 
now the world listens to the power of this personality, even if it is very slow to understand it. The 
greatest orator of our history, he is at the same time its sharpest logician. This logic gives his words the 
implacability, the demonic compulsion, from which no one is able to keep free. Combined with this is 
the brutal hardness of will, the power to make sudden resolutions with the force of lightning, after the 
calm of the approaching thunderstorm, the tenacity to stick to one's own plans and the genuine Austrian 
diplomacy to avoid unnecessary clashes despite the outrageous radicalism of his teachings and goals, the 
November Republic, whose Achilles' heel, apart from the national disgrace of its emergence, has always 
been the selfishness and lack of heroism of its leaders, must succumb to such a personality, which, 
unambitious in itself, is heading for the highest goal with tremendous earnestness. Thus, in Hitler, the 
most volcanic force in our history rises up, a leader who is himself capable of awakening volcanic fires in 
other hearts, for whom his followers have often bravely and faithfully gone to their deaths under the 
most bitter of circumstances. 


In september 1919, he joins the German Workers! Party as its seventh member. his energy shapes this 
tiny little group into the NsDAP. (National Socialist German Workers' Party). On February 24, 1920, 
the first mass meeting takes place, during which Marxist terror, which in good weather would like to 
crush the dangerous movement in the bud, 


is crushed. The program of the party, the 25 theses that have become world history, is proclaimed. A 
Germany of united people, founded on blood, labor and honor, appears as the slogan of the struggle. 
Now meeting follows meeting, the number of collaborators and members is growing rapidly. In 
October 1922, in the hitherto radically red Koburg, the violence of the Reds is ruthlessly broken at a 
German Day. With a shudder the social democracy sees that this opponent begins to grow over its head. 
Hitler can hold his own against the Marxists' attempt to blow up his meetings only because he is already 
in the sA. (sturmabteilung) gave the party its defensible backbone as early as 1921, because he is 
powerful as an unlimited leader of his entire movement and knows how to put down any attempt at 
revolt before the evil can have a devastating effect. Therefore, no political predator has been able to cope 
with this man. 


Under the impression of the decline of the November Republic, the economic crisis, the disgrace of 
foreign policy, the corruption and Judaization of the state, the young movement was growing. After all, 
France had established its own legation in Munich after the collapse, so it already saw the independent 
Bavaria before its delighted eyes when the storm of the Hitler movement withered such dreams. In 
alliance with General Ludendorff, Adolf Hitler tried to found a new Germany as early as November 8, 
1923. The heroic attempt failed in the morning hours of November 9 due to betrayal under the bullets 
of the Bavarian state police. Now the party is dissolved, Hitler is captured and he, Ludendorff and the 
collaborators in the uprising are put on trial. After a brilliant defense speech, Adolf Hitler is sentenced to 
five years' imprisonment in a fortress in Landsberg am Lech. When he is released from here on 
December 20, 1924, he finds the vélkisch movement torn apart and decaying in his absence, although it 
had initially won a handsome electoral victory under the impact of the trial. Not recognizing any of the 
contending groups, 


Hitler proceeded with iron determination to reestablish the party, which took place on 
on February 24, 1925. Now he is forbidden to speak. He was prevented from speaking for two years. 


Nevertheless, under the most difficult circumstances, although the mass of the German people was 
completely under the spell of stresemann's silver-strip policy and the Locarno Agreement, the 
movement grew. it now also gained a foothold in northern Germany, where Bernhard Rust, Major 
Dincklage, who died at an early age, and Kerrl were among its first supporters, and where Dr. Josef 
Goebbels' tireless, stirring advertising work began in 1925. He is credited with the conquest of Red 
Berlin. The party won its first Reichstag seats in 1928. In september 1930, however, the world is 
surprised by the entry of 107 NsDAP deputies into the Reichstag. Now Hitler's seizure of power is 
under the spell of the concerns of the parliamentary politicians. Briining tries to fight the National 
Socialists with all his energy. Each new election, however, shows an increase in the votes of the NsDAP, 
even though its advertising work is made very difficult. The power of the Catholic Church is brought 
to bear against this movement, and the blessing of fallen National Socialists is refused. Nevertheless, the 
movement grew. Under the slogan "beat the fascists where you meet them", the communists fall upon 
the sA.; one Horst Wessel thus falls as a blood witness of the movement. But under this same Horst 
Wessel's immortal song, "the flag high, the ranks tightly closed," the movement marches to victory. 
What falls only calls up new followers, because from the blood of martyrs only new confessors can 
grow. 


The struggle entered its decisive stage when the election of a new Reich president became necessary in 
1932. Hitler, as the candidate of the NsDAP. 

begins, intensifying all his previous rallying struggles, those mighty airplane rides over Germany that 
bring him before hundreds of baptized German comrades in all German districts. The party wins eleven 
and a half million votes. 


A second election proved necessary. Once again the Fiihrer succeeds in increasing the number of votes 
by about two million, although in Hindenburg he is confronted with the most popular man old 
Germany has. However, the goal still remained unattained. In the Reichstag elections on July 31, there 
were 13.7 million votes and 234 seats. 

The Briining cabinet is replaced by Franz von Papen. 

He reverses the dissolution of the sA. and ss. ordered by Briining as one of his last measures. Hitler, 
however, refuses after 


Hitler, however, refused to join Papen's cabinet as vice chancellor or tribune after the victorious 
Reichstag elections. He knows that he can only save Germany if he is allowed to use all the powers that 
are still available without hindrance from his own unrestricted power of disposal. Now the Reichstag is 
dissolved. In the new elections on November 6, the party suffers a failure. It loses two million votes, and 
a certain resignation already threatens to enter the ranks of the party comrades. 

The resignation of Gregor Strasser, one of the oldest and most respected party leaders, after negotiations 
with General Schleicher, who had replaced von Papen as Reich Chancellor, seemed like a threatening 
signal. 


But the Fiihrer knows no despondency. Never more resolute, never harder than in these days of crisis, 
he restores the power with iron energy, even before doubts or weakness can really set in. Despite the 
endless battles, despite the loss of votes in the election, he believed in his victory and knew how to carry 
the others along with him. The very next election campaign, fought in the limited arena of Lippe, 
showed the world that the movement had regained its momentum. It was only stronger because the 
most tried and tested loyalists of the Fiihrer, Hess at the top, were now everywhere in the party's leading 
positions. And already Hitler has spun the threads that mean a quick solution to the tense situation. If 
the cabinet of Schleicher, which in its eternal dithering cannot decide on any measure, continues in this 
way, then Bolshevism threatens to rise from the army of millions of unemployed, then it could mean: 
too late for all those who want to save Germany. 


Papen, who had reached an understanding with Hitler, knew how to make the Field Marshal aware of 
the seriousness of the situation. On January 30, 1933, the Reich president decided to dismiss General 
Schleicher and entrust Adolf Hitler with the formation of the cabinet, which, under the leadership of 
the National Socialists, also included men from the German Nationalists such as Hugenberg and 
Giirtner. Papen becomes vice chancellor. 


A new election campaign breaks out. The last parliamentary election campaign in Germany! The end of 
the parties is imminent. The dangers that the Reich had escaped through Adolf Hitler become clear even 
to the most ignorant when the Reichstag bursts into flames on February 27. Hermann Goering, so often 
tried and tested, whom Hitler had installed as Prussian Prime Minister, acts. The red spook is put down 
in Germany. 

The election, however, gives the NsDAP. the vote figure of 17.2 million. 


Shortly after the memorable March 5, the seizure of power also takes place in Bavaria, whose prime 
minister Held still emphasized the state's old special position vis-a-vis the Reich during the election 
campaign. Now, however, Hitler tightened the reins of imperial power by appointing Reich governors 
in the individual states. The particularism of the states, the abuse of national and tribal characteristics for 
the purposes of party power or confessional politics, is now a thing of the past. There is no longer any 
loyalty to the Reich upon dismissal. 


Only the Fiihrer himself can judge what dangers his movement had to face in all the hot years of 
struggle, what statesmanship was necessary to keep the gigantic apparatus of the party, sA. and ss., which 
everywhere clashed with the machinery of a state leadership hostile to it, despite thousands of daily 
frictions, on the path of legality and to achieve victory with this weapon, since any use of force would 
have unleashed the state power to the desired destruction of the party, and even a victory of the 
NsDAP. Thus Hitler, under the government of the last Cabinet, delivered his political masterpiece and 
proved his vocation even before he came into possession of full power in the Reich. 

3 The Third Reich Work on the State - Rebuilding the Power of the People - The Fuehrer Watches - 
The Suffering of the Germans in Austria - The Third Reich as the Task of the Germans 


Against the democratic-parliamentary system, which, based on the decision of the majority, had stunted 
the courage of personal commitment and of standing up for a decision, the Hitler movement had 
entered the fray, guided by the idea of the Fithrer. Not the majority, but the responsible personality 
alone may rule. It is not the vote that can bring about the decisions; the Fiihrer himself must decide and 
act, at the risk of his own person. 

The regime of the November parties had governed Germany as a state of people who happened to speak 
German, based on the idea that everything that bore human traits was the same and was distinguished 
only by the approximation of language. Jews could hold ministerial posts in this state and hold the most 
decisive positions in all areas of state, economic and cultural life. since november 9, 1918, germany had 
been at the mercy of Jewish control in all directions. Now, however, the movement, supported by the 
liberating insights of the doctrine of race and heredity, was inspired by the conviction that Germans are 
not only defined by language and residence, but also by blood and its inherited characteristics, and that 
therefore no Jew can ever be a fellow citizen. 


Thus she fought for the German people's state in place of the dynastic state of the pre-war period and 
the parliamentary state of the Revolution, and in the moment of victory, in Dr. Frick's sterling 
legislative work for the restoration of the professional civil service, she purged the Reich of the foreign- 
racial parasites and soon brought this struggle to a successful breakthrough in other areas as well. And 
while earlier times had disintegrated Germany through class thought, class conceit, and a thousand kinds 
of prejudice, on which soil, however, the numerous parties were able to sponge and proliferate, National 
Socialism knows only the front of the creative, where everyone who honestly lifts his hands receives due 
honor for the sake of this work, where Germany is no longer divided into the hostile opposition 
between the professions of intelligence and manual labor, but in true national community the one 
respects the other as necessary and striving along. The introduction of the labor service, the splendid 
world-historical creation of Colonel Hierl, has taught the German people to appreciate work as the 
honor of the people's comrade. A tremendous educational work emanates from this institution and 
forms a new man. The working masses, however, are shown by this labor deed of the youth that in this 
Reich they are no longer, as under all previous governments, citizens of lesser degree. 


May 1 is the national holiday of the German people. Creative work has become a matter of the Reich. 
At the same time, Dr. Ley, the leader of the newly created German Labor Front, which did away with 
the old trade unions and gave labor its honor and the factories a more humane appearance, offered the 
masses of workers and employees the opportunity to experience the beauty of the German homeland, its 
high mountains, its heath, its forest floods, its seas, even the ocean, for little money by introducing the 
"Strength through Joy" campaigns. The most sublime beauties of nature find thus redeemed from the 
monopoly of the money power. If once the social-democratic propaganda deceitfully declared that 
under their government the worker would have the possibility to travel the world as a tourist, well, it 
has been fulfilled by the National Socialists. And just as the masses of workers in the factories and offices 
have been incorporated into the state, so it is rooted all the more in the German soil, for whose mystical 
power as the eternal nutrient of our people Walther Darrs, the Reich Minister of Food, with the right 
insight, has taken the right measures. It re-roots the peasant in the soil, who had just drifted away from 
it and was about to become a peasant proletarian. National Socialism does not want proletarians, neither 
in the countryside nor in the factories. We need happy German people, joyful in their work, who have 
the courage and joy to found families, in order to preserve the eternity of our people in this bodily 
immortality of its members. The law on the hereditary farm is the greatest relief Germany has seen since 
the abolition of serfdom; it is the relief of the German scholle, the re-creation of a free peasantry such as 
we have not had since Germanic times. The Day of the German Peasant, which is celebrated on 
October 1 as a harvest festival, should always remind the whole of Germany, including those in the 
cities and large towns, that it is only the bread which ripens in the dark fields as the fruit of hard labor 
which makes urban life and thus state and cultural development possible in the first place, and which at 
the same time gives us the first foundation of national self-assertion, a free, unthreatened national diet. 


If the foundation of the people's life is thus formed to granite hardness, the law on the sterilization of 
hereditary offspring simultaneously ensures that Germany will again have a healthier youth, that the 
state will be torn back from development, and that it will only be a welfare institution and a giant 
hospital. By counteracting by this law many new illnesses, which are to be expected according to the 
hereditary doctrine, it works at the same time as the most blessed act of a foresighted charity. How 
many people have not already cursed the day when they were born, when they had to bear incurably all 
the time of their lives of agonizing suffering! But the Third Reich also works positively for the healthy 
life. The pale death of the decline of birth is exorcised. Promotion of marriages, of children with many 
children, strengthening of the youth in the HJJ. and in the BDM. sporting exercise in the army, labor 
service, sA. and ss. 

form a new people, strong inwardly and in its outward image. 


Under the leadership of Dr. Frank, a new German law of national character is being worked on. The 
German teachers, who lost their leader 


BHans schemm too early, is faced with the task of building a new German school. Alfred Rosenberg, the 
tireless herald of National Socialism, is fighting for a German worldview that grows out of racial 
consciousness and honor. 


And while such a spiritual struggle shakes promisingly at the gates of the future, while the storm of an 
unheard-of political rise and the intervening will of the Fuehrer also give direction and impetus to 
German art, the millions of unemployed have been returned to work, snatched from misery and despair, 


made possible by an ingenious art of financing, by purposeful measures, including the gigantic 
construction of the Reichsautobahnen. Bolshevism thus suffered its heaviest defeat. 


When, on August 2, 1934, the old Reich President von Hindenburg retired from his blessed and 
arduous life, power in Germany passed completely to Hitler. On August 19, a referendum, the second 
during the National Socialist government, brings him overwhelming popular approval for the 
unification of the offices of Reich President and Reich Chancellor. Having laid the old Field Marshal to 
rest in a truly royal manner, the Reich Chancellor is now the sole leader, protector and patron of the 
German people. According to Hitler's will, however, the title of Reich President expired with 
Hindenburg's death. As Fiihrer and Reich Chancellor, Adolf Hitler now wielded more power than any 
German statesman before him. 


Everywhere, called upon by the Fuehrer and rooted in his words and instructions 
and directives, as well as in the teachings of his unsurpassable book Mein Kampf: 


Kampf," a new life is stirring. The Reich Chancellor, however, ensures that this life can take effect in 
the blessing of peace. In the midst of a stormy Europe, from which unfriendly blasts were blowing 
against Germany from almost all sides, he stood at the ship of state, repeatedly evoking the danger of 
war through ingenious measures. In the East, he backed the Reich by winning Poland. When Germany 
was to be humiliated in the question of disarmament, he left the League of Nations already in 1933, thus 
gaining full freedom of action. As in the last period of struggle of his movement, passing through a zone 
of danger with the most cautious determination, he gave back to the German people on March 16, 
1935, the so bitterly deprived military sovereignty. With iron energy, the necessary rearmament took 
place on land, at sea and in the air, so that today the Reich can no longer be so easily invaded. The 
Fuehrer completed the proud work of National Socialist national liberation by restoring German 
military sovereignty in the Rhineland on March 7, 1936, which the peace dictate had destroyed. The 
border was thus completely secured, since the Saar region was also returned to the Reich by an 
overwhelming vote at the beginning of 1935. As a result of a prudent, far-sighted foreign policy, that 
understanding and ever deepening friendship with Italy then grew, which as the Berlin-Rome axis 
became a guarantee of European security against the world enemy Bolshevism. When this European 
anchoring was joined by the Anti-Comintern Agreement with Japan, Germany had regained its world 
position. The Wilhelmine isolation had been overcome. Masterful public education at home, purposeful 
propaganda abroad - both the creation of Reich Minister Dr. Goebbels - had brought the necessities of 
German politics and German resurgence to the insightful awareness of the present with foresight, with 
complete success in Germany, and with attention and understanding in many places throughout the 
world. Germany once again became Europe's protective wall. 


Since the Reich Party Congress of 1936, heroic efforts have been made in a four-year plan to make 
available everything that the German soil holds in treasure, to exploit technically and industrially 
everything that German inventiveness is capable of achieving. Field Marshal Hermann Goring, the 
creator of the German air fleet, mastered this unusually large and decisive task. 


While the Third Reich was gaining new powers day by day at home, while in foreign policy the path 
was visibly leading upward and finally ever steeper, the Germans in Austria and Czechoslovakia had to 
suffer much hardship. Only now did the disaster of 1866, which condemned a blossoming branch of the 


German tree, its richest, as we believe, to a special life, cut off from the trunk of the others, take its full 
revenge. In Czechoslovakia, as in Austria, there was a National Socialist German Workers' Party 
(NsDAP). Its roots reached back to the pre-war period, then transformed and renewed under the 
impression of the victorious Reichsdeutsche Hitler movement, and in Austria it was directly re- 
established on May 4, 1926, in a struggle with the old democratic-parliamentary tendency. 

Having grown to great strength, it was persecuted by the Czechs in the Sudetenland from 1931 onward, 
and then completely banned by the Czechs in the late fall of 1933, inspired by the actions of Dr. 
DollfuB's government in Austria. In Austria, the movement took off in a big way from 1930 on, carried 
by the enthusiasm of the anti-Semitic and vélkisch intelligentsia, still from the times of schéner. Broad 
masses of people, the peasants of the Alpine countries, the tradesmen in the cities, but increasingly also 
the working class, flocked to it. Their rallies were the most powerful in Austria at the time. When 
power was seized in the Reich, and especially when the clerical government in Bavaria was quickly 
overthrown, the repressive measures of the DollfuB government began on March 7, 1933. It was a 
fateful coincidence for Austria that in 1932 the most respected men in its public life, Archbishop Piffl 
and the former chancellors Dr. Johannes Schober and Dr. Ignaz Seipel, died. 


Political irresponsibility, the fanaticism of political Catholicism and Jewish vengeance against National 
Socialism led to the fact that the constitution of Austria was first bent and then broken, that measures of 
prohibition against the NsDAP. brought the most nameless misfortune over the magnificent Danube 
and Alpine country. Two bloodily suppressed uprisings, the Social Democratic one in February and the 
National Socialist one in July 1934, were the consequences of a way of government directed against the 
people. For this people, as the vote of April 10, 1938, proved even after the fact, was in Adolf Hitler's 
camp. 


Thousands, even tens of thousands of German people have been killed in Austria since 


June 19, 1933, since the Hitler movement was banned, were led into prisons, into cramped cells where 
criminals are usually housed, or into the concentration camps of Wéllersdorf and Kaisersteinbruch, as 
well as into numerous others that were established later. These camps and prison cells enclosed the most 
decent and best Germans of Austria. 


But it was not enough that thousands were deprived of freedom and health, that they were driven out 
of honestly acquired property and legally guaranteed positions. How many have not also had to go to the 
country from which no one has yet returned! National Socialists have been handed over to the 
ignominious execution by hanging. however, they have - honor to this heroism! - unbowed, 

Holzweber, Planetta and Domes in front, gave expression to the last breath of their convictions. 


What suffering lay over the glorious, incomparable Austria! Mothers and women, children and old men, 
the whole country suffered. And why? 

Because we wanted to be Germans, because we felt that we belonged to the most powerful movement 
that our nation has ever experienced. 


The faith of those who fought and were oppressed, their confidence in the final victory remained 
unshakable. Behind their personal fate stood the meaning of German history. 


Since the end of the world war, which with a merciless hand swept away all the numerous ruling houses 
that stood in the way of the final unification of our people, the future could only mean the unification 
of the Germans. We have justly appreciated the unfavorable, but also the good, which was bestowed 
upon the German people by the ruling house of the Habsburgs. Since 1866, however, and especially 
since the end of the World War, the eternal claim of this dynasty to the rule over Austria has meant 
only a burden for the entire German people. Therefore, even if efforts of all kinds were underway to 
return the Habsburgs to the country of which they had been the most serious detriment since the 
beginning of the second half of the nineteenth century, one could not in the long run hold down a 
people like the German Austrians, who, with an enthusiasm and a willingness to make sacrifices 
impossible to describe, had placed themselves behind the idea of the National Socialist German 
Democratic Party and of uniting with their brothers in the Reich. They fought hard and suffered, were 
refugees, driven out of office, property and home - the Reich had to become theirs. 


On July 11, 1936, the Schuschnigg government felt compelled by the strengthening of the Reich's 
power to reach an agreement with Germany, which, at the same time as normalizing relations between 
the two German states, brought about amnesty for the majority of those incarcerated in Austria and 
defined the policy of the old Ostmark in German terms. The Fuehrer hoped that this would bring 
tangible relief to the loyal Austrian National Socialists and give the federal government the opportunity 
for an internal change of heart. However, Schuschnigg could not be persuaded to make any fundamental 
change in his policy, which was determined by hatred and incomprehension of National Socialism. The 
persecution in Austria continued, and with it the resistance and indomitable struggle of the Austrian 
National Socialists. However, in 1937, when Germany had become an ever stronger power factor in 
Europe, the Fiihrer and Reich Chancellor was able to extend the world-historical invitation to the 
Federal Chancellor to Obersalzberg and, in the meeting of February 12, 1938, to achieve a reshuffle of 
the Austrian government through the inclusion of a National Socialist Minister of the Interior - Dr. 
SeyB-Inquart - as well as the promise of a legal opportunity for the national forces of Austria to develop. 
Meanwhile, the will to annihilate Austrian National Socialism sought to rear its head once again. A 
referendum on March 13, 1938, announced four days earlier, was supposed to use all means of 
influencing elections and terrorist rape of opinion in order to feign to the world a demonstration of 
confidence of the Austrian population in Schuschnigg's regime. However, the masses of the people rose 
up and the Fihrer was no longer determined to tolerate German suffering in his homeland. Before this 
turn of events, the repressive system collapsed: schuschnigg resigned in the evening hours of March 11. 
A National Socialist government was formed, whose head asked the Fiihrer to allow German troops to 
march in to protect Austria. The turning point is here! Adolf Hitler did not refuse the request of the 
homeland. At the head of the mighty German Wehrmacht, he entered Austria as a liberator, a fateful 
bringer of peace. In Linz, the Austrian government decided to reunite Austria with the German Empire. 
Thus, on March 13, 1938, Greater Germany was re-established and the period of German weakness in 
the world was over. On April 10, the Fiihrer, greeted with unspeakable jubilation in the old Ostmark, 
obtained the nation's consent to the great work of liberation in a referendum of the entire unified Reich. 
A unique, triumphant mass movement in countless rallies from the Karawanken to schleswig! A total of 
more than 99 percent of the votes cast declared their support for the Fuhrer, in Austria alone 99.73 
percent, which had been freed from oppression and hunger. 


Immediately after the incorporation of Ostmark, a new success ripens. 


The Sudeten Germans, united since 1935 under the leadership of Konrad Henlein, now demand their 


united since 1935 under the leadership of Konrad Henlein, now also demanded their right to self- 
determination. The Czechoslovak government under Dr. Benesch and Dr. Hodza tried in vain to bring 
this desire for freedom to a halt. Behind the three and a half million Sudeten Germans is Hitler's strong, 
helpful Germany. 

Czech terror meets determined attitude. No longer defenseless and exposed, but backed by concentrated 
strength, German national law now asserts itself against the oppressive Czech constitutional law. Europe 
must listen to its voice. In a Munich conference of the leaders of Germany, England, Italy, and France, 
the return of the Sudetenland, with the exception of the linguistic islands, was decided (September 29, 
1938). Reichenberg, Aussig, Eger and Troppau, Krumau and Znojmo are free again. The Reich's 
position of power was strengthened when, on November 2, Reich Foreign Minister von Ribbentrop and 
Italian Foreign Minister Count Ciano, acting as arbitrators, established a new border between 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary at the Belvedere in Vienna. The unnatural structure of Czechoslovakia, 
however, collapsed completely on March 15, 1939. The Slovaks no longer wanted to endure Czech 
tutelage and declared their independence. At the request of the Slovak government, the Reich took over 
the protective power over the new state. The Czechoslovak president, Dr. Hacha, also invoked the 
Reich's protection, and Adolf Hitler established the German protectorate over Bohemia and Moravia. 
When the Fiihrer appears at Prague Castle, the Hradschin, Central Europe has found its peace. The 
fatefully united area is closed, the Czech people and with them Bohemia and Moravia have returned to 
the millennial order, as it was already established in 929 between the German King Henry J. and the 
Przemyslid Duke Wenceslas. 


Even in the midst of the joy of this last accomplishment, the news resounded that also the Memelland 
returned to the empire. In the extreme northeast, the empire had regained its old borders. The Fuhrer, 
however, now tried to heal the last wound of Versailles, the Danzig question and the corridor problem. 
At the end of March 1939 he proposed to the Polish government a peaceful solution of these questions, 
confining himself to the preservation of the most necessary German vital rights, contenting himself with 
the return of Danzig and secure access to East Prussia. 


Poland rejects such an understanding. It turns to English lures and is to be the first harasser in the East in 
an encircling front developing against Germany. On August 22, the Fiihrer succeeded in persuading 
Russia, which was hotly courted by England and France, to sign a non-aggression pact that put the 
entire situation in the East on a new footing. Poland, however, assured of England's unconditional 
support, persists in its hostile attitude toward Germany, which is clearly marked by the attitude of the 
press, by bloody terror against the ethnic Germans, by border incidents, and finally by the general 
mobilization. The German government's efforts to find a peaceful solution to the Danzig question, like 
the Austrian, Fudeten German and Moravian-Bohemian questions, failed. But when hostilities broke 
out, the heroism of German soldiers and the superiority of German weapons and training swept away 
not only the Polish army but also the Polish state within four weeks. 


but also the Polish state. Only in the distant future will history be called upon to pay due tribute to this 
German heroism of all arms, especially the young, powerful air force. 


Meanwhile, the brave German people are facing new enemies. On September 3, England entered the 
war, followed by France, albeit after some hesitation. As yet, no major battles have been fought between 
the mighty Westwall and the Maginot Line. At sea and in the air, however, the Germans have already 


inflicted the most serious, morally outrageous damage on the English. Through the audacity of the 
German submarines, through their and the bombers' death-defying use, the sea dominance of Great 
Britain is already shaken today. 


Thus the German people stands in a new great struggle, this time led by the strongest political energy in 
its history, not doubting or despairing of its rights, determined and united, ready for battle, called to 
victory! All the forces of its greatest past, all the means and possibilities of our present are in the field 
with the soldiers who today embody the best, the true Germany. To the brave, faithful, the eternal 
fighters for our people's life our salute! 


